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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
McKay’s Food and Drug and PureCart Systems Partner on Addressing Consumers’ Exposure to Germs on Shopping Carts
LEONARDTOWN, Md., May 9, 2007--McKay’s Food & Drug in Leonardtown, Md., has recently installed the PureCart System, which is a new, innovative method for grocers to purify shopping carts. The system has been proven to kill 99%+ of germs and bacteria, such as typical e-coli, salmonella, listeria and staphylococcus1, on the entire shopping cart before actual consumer use. The base solution used has been approved by the EPA and FDA and is safe for human and food contact.
“Studies have been conducted that prove there are 1 million germs on just one shopping cart handle2 and that carts provide more exposure to bacteria and germs than public restrooms3,” said Jim Kratowicz, PureCart's President. “Many consumers don’t realize the degree to which shopping carts have been exposed to bacteria and germs via sources such as meat or poultry, dirty diapers and other consumers’ illnesses. Numerous studies have shown that shopping carts are either the #1 or #2 source of exposure to germs and bacteria in public places. Our intent is to limit consumers’ exposure to germs by providing a healthier shopping environment. Our system is designed to purify the entire shopping cart (not just the handle), is easy to use, safe and affordable for grocers.” 
A nationwide survey4 conducted on this subject found that consumers are becoming increasingly aware of the unsanitary condition of shopping carts and that nearly three quarters of all consumers said they would most likely or definitely switch to a grocer that continuously purified their carts.
“The grand opening of our Leonardtown store is bringing many new services to our customers,” said David McKay, President, McKay’s Food & Drug. “We subscribe to providing a great shopping experience for our customers. PureCart enhances our value proposition by addressing a growing issue and provides a healthy shopping experience for consumers. This is just another way to demonstrate that we care about our customers and that they, and their health, are important to us.”
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PureCart Systems is a Green Bay, Wis., based company dedicated to improving people’s health by providing safe and affordable products and services that help limit exposure to harmful bacteria and germs. To find out more about PureCart, please visit www.purecartsystems.com, email info@purecartsystems.com, or phone 1-877-200-5010.  Interviews available upon request.
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1 “Efficacy of the Shopping Cart Wash System to Reduce Microbial Load,” research conducted by Dr. Jean Schoeni, PhD and Director of Research, Trac Microbiology, Madison, Wis.; and Dr. Schultz-Cherry of the University of Wisconsin Department of Virology.

2 Dr. Charles P. Gerba, Dept. of Soil, Water and Environmental Science, University of Arizona.

3 “Occurrence of bacteria and biochemical markers on public surfaces,” K.A. Reynolds, P.M. Watt, S.A. Boone, C.P. Gerba, June 2005.

4 “PureCart National Market Study,” research conducted by Intellectual Marketing, Oct. 2005.
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